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The ELEMENTS – Symbols of the Archetypes   Richard Kokochak 
 
WATER is symbolized by the CIRCLE 
 
Water comes first.  The circle is the symbol of EMOTIONS.  The element of the 
FEELINGS and IMAGINATION.  The creative force is identified in the circle. 
 
Cold/Moist.  Liquid      Number:  One  (Alpha) 
Passive, Round, Soft, Wet    Color: Green   
Planet – Moon (Tides, Cyclical)   Season:  Spring     
Function:  Love, Play, Change, Curiosity  Direction:  East, Left 
Realms:  Heart, subjective unconscious  Archetype:  Love, Emotions   
Deities:  Poseidon, Aphrodite 
 
Water represents the image of feminine, maternal power, the Mother - Retraction and 
Contraction.  The round breast and eyes we all first see.  Mother, the Vessel, the 
Container.  Mother the Cup, the Holy Grail.  Mother who Stores, Carries, Cooks, Serves, 
Caresses.  Mother the Receptive, Yielding, Forgiving.  Mother the Garland.  Mother the 
anxious, the worrier, the nag.  Mother is to be left (A.Freud). 
 
Water is everywhere.   It can be found in all the zones.   The various aspects this elements 
takes the form of include tears and rain,  ice and steam in the sea, lake, river, stream, spa.  
Our bodies are primarily constituted of water.  Our vision is through the lens of water. 
 
Primordial darkness was the well from which water first sprung.  Water is its own 
Creation.  The Self is born.   Water is the Birth of Mother (Matter).  Water represents 
Love.  Thus, the circle is formed from these attributes of Water.   
 
Features of Water can be found in reflection surrounded by the action of ebb and flow.  
Other traits include to clean, purify, baptize, sanitize, soothe, and steam.    Movement is 
stirring, left, fresh, blurry, flickering, inconstant, fluid.  Hooks and tangled knots.  
Behavior is surge and crash, unfathomable, deep, frozen, with waves of love, betrayal,  
anger, compassion, disgust, sorrow, pain and joy.   
 
Water is Feminine (Yin).  It is directly linked with the Emotions.  Deeply connected to 
the Self through Love and Beauty.   Mermaids and Undines are the elementals belonging 
to Water.  Water represents fantasies and feelings.   Water represents right-brain 
functioning.   Water shows sensitivity, elasticity.  Quick and rippling responses to 
stimuli.   Water meanders. 
 
Actions:  Absorb, suck, blow, kiss, hug, bubble, gurgle, revolve, hope,  indirect, 
imprecise, slow, broken, disconnected, washed-out, irrigate, discharge.   
 



Water  (+)  strength to endure pain and suffering, sociability, warmth, niceness, 
hospitality, adaptability.  (-)  possessiveness, selfish, talkative, subjective thinking, 
insecurity, laziness. 
Water handwriting is curved, disconnected, low tension, gentle, garlands, waves, arcades, 
thread, velvety, containing forms which exhibit a minimum of structure, effervescent, 
curved fullness. 
 
FIRE  is symbolized by the TRIANGLE.   

 
The triangle is the symbol of REASON. 
 
Hot/Dry.   Heat and Light     Number:  Two (Beta) 
Active, Straight, Hard, Friction, Burn  Color:  Red 
Planet – Mars (Solar cycles)    Season:  Summer 
Function:  Strife, War, Work, Reason   Direction: West 
Realms:  Battlefield, Ballroom and Bedroom,   Archetype:  Strife 
    objective consciousness,  (facts v. feelings) Deities:  Ares, Apollo 
 
Fire represents the image of masculine physical power.  Father – Repel and Attract.   Fire 
is associated with Man and his activities in Work, Love, and War.  Father, the Passionate 
Protector, who is analytical, angry, competitive, forceful, combative, restless, aggressive, 
severe, quick temper, high levels of activity, stubborn, impetuous, courage. 
 
Fire is captured in the word ‘heliotrope,” which represents the sun (helio) turning (trope), 
as well as in the idea of burning Hell.  Fire is a combination of the idea of a bit of Heaven 
and Hell combined into one element.  Fire is in the heath, the hearth, the heart. 
    
Fire divides.  Fire is positive and active.  The features of Fire include:  direct, fast, 
danger, quick change, attraction, repelling, The formations associated with this symbol 
include  flame shapes, spears, arrowheads, swords. We associate fire with combustibility, 
temper, flare-ups. 
 
Actions:  quick temper, determination, impetuosity, courage, high levels of activity, and 
sometimes rashness.  An unscrupulous friend.  Mistakes.   
 
Fire is Masculine (Yang).  It is directly linked with Reason and Fact to the intellect 
through Analysis and Logic.    Salamanders are the elemental belong to Fire.  Fire 
represents left-brain functioning.  Fire is vital.  Providing warmth and enthusiasm.   
 
Fire sizzles.  Triangles represent the actions of danger, penetrate, heroic, bold, brash, 
bright, flashing, separating, dividing, breaking down. 
 
The angular writer is  hot-headed and hot-blooded.  The (+) firmness of character, 
organization, initiative, objectivity, straightforwardness, severity, discipline, 
perseverance, abstract thinking.  (-) restlessness, aggression, prejudice, indifference 



towards others feelings, easily irritated, feelings of superiority, arrogance, desire to 
dominate. 
 
Fire handwriting is straight, connected, high tension, hard, angular, containing forms of 
structure and destruction.  Movement is to the right (audacity, agitation)    Fast,   large, 
true.  Dynamic flying strokes, teepees, flames,  blustery, changeable.   
 
EARTH  is symbolized by the SQUARE 
 
Earth is the third planet from the sun.  Earth is the symbol of ALL.  Earth is the material 
aspect of life.   
 
Cold/Dry  Heavy, Dense, Material   Number:  Three (Delta) 
Rigid, true, even, complete.      Color: Yellow 
Planet – Earth (Demeter is Goddess)     Season:  Autumn 
Function:  Cooperation, Courage   Direction:  South 
Realms:  Mundane, Harvest, Daily Life,  Archetype:  Humankind, Society 
  Concrete 
 
Earth is a symbol of the harvest, represented by a mature, dignified woman.  She is non-
competitive.  Earth carries two torches:  Intuition and Reason. 
 
Earth is the middle and lower zones.  It is the land surface and under.  Soil.  Dirt.  Ground 
and Underground.  Earth represents the Material body.  Square is seen in the grid 
formations of civilization.   Maps are grids.   Society forms itself into squares, making 
form dominate movement. 
 
Square is rigid, true, even, and complete. The vertical and horizontal components are 
equal, thus the yin and yang are balanced.   They also form the components of the 
ziggurat, a terraced pyramid shape used in the building of walls to protect the early 
civilizations from harm.    
 
Square represents the sensible, firmness, practicality, stability.  We trust square.   Square 
is fair, conceivable, possible.  Square touches us and is true on all sides.    
 
Earth is neither masculine nor feminine.  It is a combination of the two, producing an 
offspring that combines both natures to produce a new entity of its own nature and 
bearing.  Earth represents primitive, baser, instincts.  Earth is a combination of Water and 
Fire combined, this represents Love and Strive, or 1 + 2 = 3.  The Product.  Thus, Earth 
represents all of Society.  Earth is the offspring, the Child.  The Material Body.   Square 
protects the product. 
 
Earth (+)  prim and proper, constructive energy, cooperation is routine, seeks to be 
understood, considerate of others  (-)  seeks courage, buries the treasure,  covetedness. 
 



Actions:  Ecstasy and madness.  Passive-Aggressive.  Nurturing, hugging, smothering.  
Stonewalling, cover-up, heap, burrow, hide.  Gnomes are the elementals of Earth.   
 
Earth handwritings:   Square, boxy, small, shrunken and dark.  Aesthetic.  Coarse.  Crude, 
grainy, rich and heavy.  Sensual.  Meandering. 
 
AIR is symbolized by the CROSS 
 
Air comes last in the elements.  The cross is the symbol of FAITH and GLORY. 
 
Hot/Moist.  Gas     Number Four (The Door) 
Crossed, Transparent, Light,     Color Blue 
Planet – Jupiter (Power, Glory)   Season:  Winter 
Function:  Aspire, Death, Unknown   Direction:  North, Up 
Realms:  Beyond, Transcendent, Traversed,   Archetype:  Death, God. Home 
    Final Destination, Abstract    Deities: Zeus/Jupiter, Cronus (Time) 
 
Supreme Being,  God.  Zeus, or Jupiter, was Chief God.  He was the Bringer of Joy.   As 
King of Gods represents the highest authority.  The X formation represents thoughts of 
joy and of death.    Zeus is all-powerful and carries the Final Word.   
 
The Sky, Heaven  (Up).   The Grave, Hell (Down).    Home.  In the place of name. 
 
Life is a banquet and Jupiter feasts while time marches on.    The cross formation is 
associated with a sense of responsibility, the desire to be important.  The X is a formation 
used by angels and demons.  The elemental connected with Air is the sylph.   
 
The cross is associated with the Rose:  Symbol of Joy and Sorrow, thorns:  pain, anguish, 
blood, glory. 
 
The cross in a circle is known as the Celtic Cross which was used as a symbol of 
Navigation or a Moral Compass.   
 
The cross is an X formation which is associated with conflict of values.  It is seen in the 
last formations of the suicide and is interpreted as a form of crossing out of life.  The 
cross eliminates.  The cross is an act of anniliation.  The cross represents communication 
by exchange.   
 
The function of the Cross is to aspire—to strive for an end.  The Cross represents 
inspirational energy.  The desire to be important.  Spiritual.     
 
The movement is atmospheric, breezy, windy, gusty, ventilated, elated, happy, haughty, 
affected.  Space over form.    Air (+)  decisive action, self-confident, responsible, sociable  
(-) excessive, lacking aesthetics, self-destructive, no great love of humanity. 
 
Air handwritings:  Rounded, comfortable and inflated.  Large.  Full.  Conflicted.  Willful.   
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